























EDINET (Honeywell) time-sharing system
for instructional uses. Another possibility
to be researched is the end results of the
MSEIP (Midwestern State Educational
Informationn Project;. In any event, the
center should not begin from scratch but
should use systems now operational
although it may appropiiately deveiop new
systems not readily available-under TIES or
its alternatives.

INTERIM ACTION

Note that prior to
State-Local Data Systems Group and the Local
Government Unit of the Computer Services
Division should lay as much groundwork as
possible for the initiation of the foregoing

program. This should include:
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Initiating a search for strong existing
computer systems and accompanying
programs for county and municipal
government which can be used as they, are;
can be modified to meet Minnesota local
government needs; or, using the systems
documentation, can be hel!pful in

completing the design necessary for

Minnesota local government.

Assuring the general applicability and
acceptance of systems identified in (1}
above.

legislative action, the

On a pilot project basis, initiating local
government applications that would have
priority and be widely applicable
throughout the State.

Beginning the development of a standards
manua! for local governments including
among other items a data dictionary to
assure uniformity in terminology; data
element specification to assure standard
length; programming language (for
example, USASI, COBOL, and
FORTRAN); data communication code
structures; system analysis and
programming documentation; feasibility
study and report formats; cost accounting
for information systems.

Validation and completion of the data
obtained from local governments in the
course of this study and arranging for
periodic update of the data.

Establishing media and procedures for
intergovernmental interchange of data.

Developing policies covering
confidentiality of data and procedures for
carrying them out.

Setting up procedures for reviewing
proposals for federal, state, or foundation
aid in developing information systems
with local or intergovernmental impact.

Recommending policies and procedures for
charging for services rendered by area
centers.
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